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We, too, are doing our best !
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In this edition of MoshiMoshi, we would like to introduce Erika, Coordinator for International

Relations, the person responsible for Spanish translations.

When it comes to the study of the Japanese language, there is no way to avoid learning kanji. During
the 9 years of elementary and junior high school, students study a total of 2,136 characters and to many

of you, this may have been quite a difficult task.

Erika absolutely loves Japanese and has always studied it with a lot of
enthusiasm. Whenever she encounters a new word while she is out and about,
she makes a note of it, looks up the definition and memorizes it. She will then

think of when and how to use that word and try to put it into use in her daily

life. There are times when she uses a word wrong, but Erika takes that as a

learning opportunity to further polish and improve her Japanese skills.
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* K *k MoshiMoshi Readers, are you giving it your all in your kanji studies? % *k >

Hello everyone! This is Erika, Coordinator for International
Relations! I have been studying Japanese since | was in elementary
school and I particularly struggled with learning kanji. I always
thought of it as my “enemy”.
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One day, I learned about a certain test that anyone can take, the it esoui TR
Kanken (Nihon Kanji Nouryoku Kentei). The exam is divided into S Zg ; i Z
easy to understand levels; level 10 is on kanji learned during the 1st i’f fkxt Bk

year of elementary school, while level 9 is on kanji studied during
the 2nd year of elementary school, and so on.

I made it my goal to pass level 5, so I began to use kanji games to study. For every kanji, I had to learn
its reading, stroke order, radicals, and compounds all at the same time! Then, little by little, as I became
more familiar with the kanji, it was also easier to learn and remember new kanji. Taking the Kanken was
like me fighting against my enemy. So when I passed the exam, it was a feeling so awesome that I cannot
describe it in words. I was so happy that all [ wanted to do was let my friends know that I had passed!

MoshiMoshi Readers, why not take on the final boss that is a kanji test at school or the Kanken, by
finding a way of studying that best suits you?

My next battle is the Kanken in June. It is almost time for me to take on level 4! Time to hit the

y books!
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A message from Gus
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Hello, MoshiMoshi Readers. This is Gus, Coordinator for International Relations (CIR) and the
person in charge of Portuguese translations.

This may come as a sudden announcement, but I wanted to inform you all that as my contract is
ending, my time with this wonderful job will come to an end in April of this year.

For approximately the past two years, I have had the pleasure of supporting foreign students at public
schools in Saitama. This has allowed me to gain all kinds of experiences and grow as a person. Through
fulfilling roles such as writing for MoshiMoshi, school interpretations, translations, and culture
presentations, | had the opportunity to meet and interact with many different kinds of people, making my
two years at this job truly enjoyable. Thank you all very much.

I also want to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone at the schools and office that supported me with
such warmth and kindness. It is no exaggeration to say that I would not have been able to fulfill my
duties in this position if it had not been for all of your help. As I am on the cusp of taking a new step, all
I wish is to be able to put into practice what I have learned for the past 2 years and continue to give it
my all.

Lastly, thank you all, dear MoshiMoshi Readers, for tuning in every time. I hope that
our paths may cross again at some point. Until then, may your futures be filled with
many blessings.

I wish you all the very best. Stay safe.

Gustavo Ramos
Coordinator for International Relations (CIR)
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|Th1s time, we will look at traits unique to data and try to form conclusions based on them.
| | Read the following passage and answer the questions below.
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Kobaton Restaurant bought a single box of apples from both Store A and B. The graph shows the
weight of each of the apples in the two boxes.

HX Weight (g)
BiE Store| O ) ©) @ ® ® ©) ©) @ ©@

A 300 | 260 | 280 | 270 | 330 | 290 | 260 | 330 - - - -

B 280 | 310 | 260 | 290 | 270 | 310 | 260 | 330 | 310 | 300 | 270 | 290
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What is the average weight in grams (g) of the apples from Store A?

BIEADY L ZTDES
Weight of the apples from Store A
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Let’s organize the weight of the apples of Store A into a frequency 280~300
distribution table so that it is easy to understand how everything is 300~320
dispersed in terms of the numbers.
Now, find the category of apples with the highest frequency and 320~340
write the “number of apples” in that category. E—
A5l Total
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[ #2400 BRI For 2nd year junior high school studens and higher ]
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At Restaurant Kobaton, they wanted to use apples of the same weight, so they compared the average weight of apples
from both stores and found that they were the same. They then decided to represent the data of the two stores in a box
plot and chose to use the apples from Store B. Explain why by paying close attention to the boxes in the box plot.
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[ F'n% 1 Question 1]
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The average weight of apples at Store A is calculated by adding the weights of 8 apples and dividing it by the total
number of apples.

(300+260+280+270+330+290+260+330) +38
=2320+8

i

=290 KZ Answer: 290¢g
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(Different method) Let’s imagine that the average weight is 260g. We can use the difference between the actual and
imagined weights.

R pn

100 100
(40+0+20+10+70+30+0+70) =8
=240-+8

=30
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The 30g from the calculation above is actually the difference from the imagined weight, so...

260+30=290 K% Answer: 290¢g
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[ 32 Question2 ] S A EOr S bon o Weigh of the apples from Store A
BIEADOY VORI EZERDMBIZR T ELHDOLIITRY DATDES (g) 0 A0k ()
E3 Weight of the apples (g) number of apples
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The weight of the apples from store A is expressed in the frequency 280~300 2
distribution table as shown on the right. 300~320 1
The category with the largest frequency of apples is “more than 260
and less than 280 with a total of 3 apples. 320~340 2

ZHFn
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If you pay close attention to the boxes in the box plot, you can see that the box at Store B is much

smaller than at Store A, so the interquartile range is smaller. As such, we can conclude that the
variation in the weight of apples is smaller.
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Japanese Quiz : Let’s play shiritori (you must give a word starting with the last syllable of the !
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