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On August 7 (Saturday), the Guidance on Entering High School for Students &
Guardians of Non-Japanese Speakers seminar was held at Sonic City in Omiya. As a result
of preventative measures due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this fiscal year, the event was
held strictly on a reservation-only basis. On the day of the event, 149 students and
guardians from 13 different countries took part, taking notes during the explanation and
proactively asking questions.

During the event, 4 high school students spoke about their personal experiences. Two
students had applied via the special selection process for non-Japanese students, and two
had applied via the standard and part-time student application processes. While,
unfortunately, we cannot publish all of the details of their stories, we have included a
summary of their experiences.
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Zishan Chen, 2nd Year Student at Iwatsuki HS
| applied through the special selection process for non-Japanese students. This method is aimed at foreign
residents who have lived in Japan for less than 3 years, and includes a mathematics and English skills test as
well as an interview. This special selection process is not available at all high schools, so if you intend to apply
via this method, please be sure to research the schools that provide this, as well as the necessary
requirements, in advance. If you are still unsure about anything or have questions after thoroughly reading
through the available materials, | recommend that you have a personal consultation session at the school. |
entered my school of preference one month late and | wasn’t able to attend the school cultural festival, so |
asked my fellow students and received lots of valuable advice and details about their experiences.

The decision you make will have a heavy impact on your dreams for the future, so it’s
important to think about everything very carefully. Selecting your school of preference is a very
important step in life. In order to fully enjoy your 3 years at high school, | highly suggest that you
seriously consider your choice of high school and ask many people for their advice.
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Seikann Lee, 2nd Year Student at Misato Kita HS

Hi everyone. | came to Japan during my 3rd year of junior high school in China. At the time, | couldn’t
understand Japanese at all and was worried about whether | would be able to enter high school. | only
understood mathematics class at junior high school. When | was unsure what to do, my school adviser told me
about the special selection process for non-Japanese students, and | was really happy! | set my sights on being
admitted to high school, so | started studying 1st to 3rd year mathematics and English from scratch for at least 6
hours every day at the start of summer vacation. | challenged myself with many different problems. Thanks to
this, | finally started to understand them! | was extremely happy when | was admitted to high school, and | firmly
believe that you can all succeed too!

At Misato Kita HS, there are teachers who are in charge of managing students from foreign countries who
taught me a lot of knowledge and facts that were necessary for everyday life in Japan. Also, with a strong focus
on students’ future progress, they conduct guidance for students starting from the first year of high school. Also,
professors from various universities and well-known people visit the school to give explanations and speeches.
There are even study meetings in the morning for students who hope to attend university, and if there is
something you don’t understand, you can ask the teachers.

| want to go to university and learn about architecture. I've loved Japanese-style architecture since | was
young and it's my dream to become an architect, so I’'m doing my best to make my dream come true. | know
you can all do the same, so please do your best too!
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Shi Shan, 2nd Year Student at Toda Shoyo HS

| came to Japan when | was just a 4th year elementary school student. During the time | was at junior high
school, | really hated going to school, but | had no choice. | could only stand to be at school for 1 hour every
day. Although | didn’t go to school much, | started to attend a Japanese cram school, and for one year, |
studied the Japanese language seriously. Despite this, when | was a 3rd year junior high school student |
constantly thought, “I'm going to quit school. Tomorrow, I'll quit tomorrow.” With no adults to talk to about my
difficulties and no friends to listen to my hardships, | felt like | didn’t want to progress on to high school. It was
truly a difficult period for me. At the time, the person who reached out and saved me when | was at rock
bottom was my junior high school teacher M-sensei. If M-sensei hadn’t helped me back then, | don’t think |
would be as | am here today. Even now, | am still deeply grateful to M-sensei. They even accompanied me,
who didn’t want to attend high school, to an open-school visit at Toda Shoyo. The teachers were all really kind,
and after learning that you could choose all of your classes, | finally felt, “| want to go to this school and do my
best!”

School life was filled with fun things, like school excursions. | was able to interact and study with people
from countries like Thailand, Nepal, and India, as well as people of all different ages!

But, of course, there were many times when | felt sad and disappointed, and times when | cried. When |
couldn't explain my feelings properly and was misunderstood by my teachers and friends, | felt very sad and
disappointed, and | cried a lot. Even though | could explain exactly how | felt in Chinese and end the
confusion, | couldn’t manage this in Japanese.

Everyone experiences stress. But whatever happens, you mustn’t give up. Keep trying and don't be
disheartened no matter how many times you fail. You have to keep at it until you succeed!

Although | still haven’t decided what | want to be in the future, for now, | want to go to university, study lots
of things, gain new experiences, and carefully consider my future. Also, | plan to become independent so | can
help my mother and make life easier for her as soon as possible.

We only live once. | want to proceed forward and | hope you will all do the same. Live life with a purpose,
try your best, study as hard as you can, and have no regrets.
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Ponnubpan Sakamoto, 2nd Year Student at Toda Shoyo HS

| want to improve my Japanese abilities. | want to learn about the differences between schools in my
home country and Japan. And | want to experience school life in Japan. For these three reasons, | wanted
to study at a Japanese school. To begin with, | enrolled at nighttime junior high school and graduated within
1 year. Next, | took the special selection test for over 19-year-olds to be admitted to Toda Shoyo HS, where
they offer subjects about a topic | was very interested in: certified care work. The entrance exam consisted
of a 800-character essay and an interview. | had difficulties with kanji and writing an 800-character essay in
Japanese was next to impossible for me, but | used everything I'd learned during my studies and was able
to write the essay.

| studied the Japanese language on my own. When | took the 10th level Kanji Aptitude Test, | was very
embarrassed to find that all the other participants were preschool students! But after that, | continued to
study and passed every test up to level 6.

After attempting the N2 level of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test 7 times | finally succeeded.
I'm currently studying in preparation for N1 level.

| refuse to let myself down, so I'm determined to keep trying to achieve my goal.

Life during high school was really fun. | learned lots and expanded my point of view. Making lots of
friends of different ages was a huge merit. If 'm able to get into university, | hope to advance to graduate
school and from there my dreams will only continue to grow. The experience of being able to attend
Japanese school and experience Japanese culture firsthand has truly been an asset to me.
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The materials provided to participants on the day of the seminar are available to
download in multiple languages (Japanese, English, Chinese, Spanish,
Portuguese, Tagalog, and Vietnamese) on the Saitama Prefectural Government
Website via the link below.

http://www.pref.saitama.lg.jp/a0306/kokoguidance.html
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i There are 5 switches arranged in a horizontal line. When you press a switch, it turns black, and |
1@ number is displayed. Using the examples, try to figure out what number will appear in the
questlon box.

% Examples:

OO000O ™| o (OO0 | =4
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fIE, T16) & T4) & T1] ZRITLTHDHDT, ‘ ‘ O O O j

16+4+1=21&720 %7,

If you look at the relationship between the numbers 1, 2, and 4, and the lit switches, you can determine the
number that each switch represents. For 9, the switches 1 and [ are lit, meaning that [ + 1 = 9, therefore, []
= 8. For 24, the switches for 8 and [ are lit, meaning that [ ] + 8 = 24, therefore, [ 1 = 16. Now we know what
number each switch represents! So the switches in the question represent, 16, 4, and 1:

16+4+1=21 16 8 4 2 1
fi% Answer : [.O‘O']- 2 1
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This problem is based on the binary system. In our everyday lives, we regularly use a 10 digit system from 0-9
called the decimal system to calculate a variety of things. The binary system, however, uses only the digits O,
1, and 2, to convey meaning. Math is used in our everyday lives for things even like the “on” and “off” switches
for our electricity!
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ETFONEFF 2 S FIZLTH Z IR GETT, A HA T, HT@QJ‘%ifJ EﬁfD FTELX .
1 The following are all words that can be formed even when you reverse the order of the kanji. Read the
1explanations and pick the correct kanji from the choices below.

F B € £ A 1T

A %éhﬂﬁhfwél@%mfﬁ
@ The name of the country all of you are living in now.

Ex 9 B [N

(SR LRICEKRZ LS LIETT,

e ' S AEA

— A word that has the same meaning as “4 H” (kyé = today).
g Wo Lk iz (635
—HEIC 2o T ETHADZ LT,
@ Someone who does something together with you.
9 AN bHb w L o7
ZDONDERRE R KT EF bhé%@@%@%%@ LT,
<=

The state of a person’s palms that is said to reflect their luck, etc.
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[ ———————> TP R
AR BE DO LTT,

@ A famous song.

IO A WA DZ L TY,
~<t——= Thettitle of a song.
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(2] Ho L<TEbH e 2 I7

== R0k LN BRI VRTICHEA TITS 2 8T
@ A vehicle, etc. advancing to its destination.

[

SRL— %&&T§<@Aﬂihf #ieZ LTI,
-<=——==  Many people lining up and moving forward in a parade, etc.
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@ Set off in many different places in the summer and shine in many different colors.

WL & 15} [03
HELANSOMDoT & RO D KD Z & T,
The flames that are sent out when two stones collide.
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robzxi WhiFA b L L < H
== GO BEFOMOT LT
@ The youngest class in a kindergarten.

Lro by in{En<bn :ri" z

I AL O B OFO = LT,
<<= Aboy in elementary or junior high school.

Kog BunoA  y « / Ssep 1sebunoA 7 45 (@) syledg _J;)(/S)]JOMGJH Y H©
yoJtep ggﬁg/i&e/vuo; Buioueapy (‘11”5@ o buog % qqa /Buos snowe4 lﬂ?%’@
seUr wied [+t /JouMed <L @ Repoy pwy jueder N U@

T o mw<SJeN\suv /;5':/)

i




